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      On Sunday June 28th I returned home from 
Bangkok, Thailand. This was where the Gover-
nor training and the International Convention 
was held. The training for all  Governor Elects 
was long and complete. You start early in the 
morning and finish before dinner. The complex 
that housed all of the incoming Governors was a 
very nice resort. (5-star) We were housed in the 
Royal Cliff Beach Resort in Pattaya, Thailand. 
The ocean and beach we could see out our room 
windows, but I don’t think anyone had time to 
lie around on the beach. All VG’s were divided 
into groups of about 30, with a Past International 
Director as instructor. The group I was in was 
#13 which was instructed by Lion Nesim Levi 
who had Vice Governors from 1-A, 1-J, 1-F, 1-
CS, MD-21, MD-123, MD-110, MD-119, MD-
121, MD-123, MD-126, MD-128, MD-132, 
MD-35, MD-323, MD-201, MD-202 and many 
more from all around the world. We had a break 
in the morning with lunch at about noon. We 
would get one afternoon break and adjourn 
before dinner time. All of our meals other than 
lunch were where-ever we wanted to eat. The 
lunches were in the Royal Cliff convention hall 
which was huge and very nice complex. During 
our time spent together I met on a causal basis 
with all of the incoming from Governors from 
Illinois. Over the two weeks we teamed up 
together by our interests and had a wonderful 
time together. All of the Lions from Illinois 
seem to be very dedicated Vice Governors, who 
want to excel as Governors. I believe that 
Illinois is sending a great group Governors out in 
the world to continue and promote our organiza-
tion goals. I also personally met a lot of great 
Lions from around the world. It is amazing the 
things they tell you about their country and what 
they are doing to help those with vision and 
hearing problems.  
      Our new International President Lion Al 
Brander’s slogan is Miracles Through Service 
and refers to lions as “Everyday Heroes”. That 
title should help motivate us to truly lead by 

example and feel inside that we really believe in 
making the lives of people around the world 
better because of our actions. I personally 
believe that the little things we do on an every-
day basis are truly a miracle to someone less 
fortunate.  
     It is probably very true that we could build 
our membership thru leadership and activities in 
our towns and geographical locations. We need 
to feel good about what we are doing and what’s 
really important in life in general. When 
someone wants to know what the Lions do, give 
them this answer: We improve the quality of life 
for people. I believe that is a profound statement 
that will open the door to explain just what we 
do on an everyday basis.  As a global organiza-
tion we are helping someone around the world as 
you are explaining what we are and what we do. 
With 1,300,000 members working around the 
world, every minute of the day somewhere, we 
know in our hearts that this is our calling and 
this is what is expected or those who help as 
(Everyday Heroes). 
 

YOU CAN MAKE MIRACLES HAPPEN  
You never know what you can do until you try! 
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VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR                                                           Lion Ray Jachim 
This year for me, is dedicated to assist Governor Bob in 
his efforts to have a great year for the district. This year is 
a learning year for a Vice District Governor and I plan on 
leaning whatever I can to have a good year when I am 
Governor.  Governor Bob and I have committed to open 
conversation and communication between each other and 
the Lions in the district to reach not only his goals but 

district and Lions International goals.  I'm sure that I will 
have new and interesting news to share with you in the 
August Newsletter. 
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      In the coming year we will be working on 
communications between the five Leo Clubs in 
the district and the two Omega Clubs.  
      I am very pleased to announce that Lion 
Dawn Grogan is my Leo co-chairperson for the 
coming Lionistic year. Lion Dawn is with the 

Bridgeview Lions Club and has been concerned about the loss 
of Leo Clubs and Leos in the District. We are hoping to open up 
the lines of communication between clubs and the district and 
with that a Leo Newsletter.   
     Please do not miss this opportunity to become involved with 

your Leo Club.  I understand that Leo Clubs do not generally 
meet during school summer vacation so we are going to provide 
some thoughts, ideas and plans to start the return back to school 
year off with a bang. Sponsoring clubs and advisors, we are 
going to need your help in getting your Leo Club off on the right 
foot come September.  
      We need to work as a team with new pride  and dedication. 
We welcome your thoughts and ideas concerning membership, 
newsletters, and new Leo Clubs. I can be reached at 708-496-
1996 and Lion Dawn can be reached at 708-233-9539.  
      Lion Ray Jachim, VDG.  

LEOS 

     As the new year begins, 1-A Lions are 
gearing up for the campaign to elect PDG 
Dan O’Reilly, our candidate for 
International Director, and then elect him 
to office in Minneapolis next July.   Lion 
Dan was approved as our candidate by a 
resounding vote at the district convention 
in March.   He has filed his intentions with 
the State and Lions International, now it’s 

up to the Lions to bring him to victory. 
     As the year rolls on, more information 
will be coming about the conventions and 
each club’s need to send a full 
complement of delegates to elect Lion 
Dan, at the spring conventions.   In the 
meantime, get to know more about Lion 
Dan, what he has done,  what he stands 
for and what he feels are the important 

issues facing Lions worldwide in the 
coming years.   Invite him to your club or 
Region meetings, watch for his brochure 
in the mail and talk up his candidacy to 
your fellow Lions around Illinois and the 
Midwest. 
     Illinois needs a Director that cares, can 
meet a challenge and further 
Lionism.  That’s Lion Dan O’Reilly 
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WE HAVE A CANDIDATE! 
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      This year your two trustees will be writing the newsletter 
reports on an alternating basis. We hope you will get a better 
report via the two different slants on the news. This month I 
have little to report on except that we now have four (4) eye 
glass drop off depots. We just added the southeast location 
which is in Lansing IL, The WALTER W. SCHULTZ 
AGENCY @ 18119 S. Torrence Avenue  phone 708-474-1310. 
We want to thank the agency,  Lion Norm Abbott and also Lion 
Jim Janssen who works there and will be in charge of collecting 
the items for allowing us a little space for storing the glasses 
until we can get the foundation out to pick them up. This depot 
will help all those clubs over in the Lansing and Calumet City 
areas with a place to take their used glasses. 

CAMP LIONS  

      It is that time when we need to get our sponsorship of 
campers to the Foundation. LIF is still requesting the same $525 
to sponsor a child for camp even though the actual cost is about 
$800 with the difference made up by the foundation’s programs 

and services funds. Let’s get those donations in and if your club 
knows of some child that would benefit from camp let’s get 
them registered. Forms are available from the foundation. I have 
spoken to Alan Wilson Camp Registrar and was told we have 
the following campers registered: 31 Helen Keller, 12 campers 
in training, 29 for Dixon (1st Session), 30 for Dubois, 51 for East 
Bay (1st Session), 52 for East Bay (2nd Session), and 52 for 
Dixon (2nd Session). That’s a total of 257 applications to date. 
That equates to about $205,000.00 to support the camping 
program for this year. 

LIONS RECYCLING PROGRAM  
     Our Lions of Illinois Foundation is well into the recycling 
programs. We recycle eye glasses, cell phones, keys, pull tabs, 
aluminum cans, Ink & Toner Cartridges.  
     The keys, pull tabs, pop cans & ink cartridges are sent to 
recycling facilities with the funds received used for your 
Foundation Programs & Services.  
     With now having four depots let us bring District 1-A back 
in as one of the top recycling districts. 

FOUNDATION TRUSTEE                                                               Lion Ralph Koller 

Lions Raise More Than US
$200 Million to Save Sight 

 
Bangkok, Thailand, June 26, 2008 - Lions 
Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) and 
Lions around the world have exceeded their 
campaign challenge goal of US$200 million 
for their flagship, global blindness-prevention 
program, SightFirst. Funds raised during 
Campaign SightFirst II (CSFII), a three-year 
worldwide campaign operated by the 
international charitable foundation, will save or 
restore the vision of more than 37 million 
people around the world.  
      Led by 7,000 CSFII Lion volunteers, Lions 
surpassed their initial US$150 million goal in 
February, four months in advance of CSFII’s 
conclusion. During the final month of the 
campaign alone, Lions raised more than US$20 
million to surpass the US$200 million 
challenge goal.  
      “The efforts of Lions worldwide over the 
last three years makes me incredibly proud to 
be a Lion,” says Dr. Tae-Sup Lee, Lions past 
international president and CSFII chairperson. 
“Through CSFII, our role as ‘Knights of the 

Blind’ will continue for years to come because 
of the dedication of our volunteers and all of 
our donors. Most importantly, LCIF and Lions 
will be able to continue to deliver the excellent 
services of the SightFirst program and thereby 
ensure that millions of individuals around the 
world are able to live with the gift of sight.” 
      At least US $100 million of CSFII funds 
will be granted through LCIF’s SightFirst 
program to contain and eliminate the leading 
causes of avoidable blindness, including 
cataract, the leading cause of preventable 
blindness worldwide.  
      Another US $50 million will be used to 
combat new and emerging threats to sight, 
including diabetic retinopathy, macular 
degeneration and low vision. The funds raised 
beyond the US$150 million initial goal will 
make it possible for Lions to fund research and 
rehabilitation initiatives in developed 
countries. Lions’ goal is to provide “Vision for 
All.” 
      SightFirst was launched by Lions in 1989 
to battle preventable and reversible blindness. 
Lions estimate US$6 is the average cost to 
save or restore a person’s sight through 

SightFirst. Lions have already restored sight to 
more than 27 million people by funding 
cataract surgeries, vision screenings and 
treatment, and improved eye-care services for 
hundreds of millions of people in underserved 
areas in 91 countries around the world. Lions 
have also built eye hospitals in developing 
countries and trained eye health care workers 
where there were previously none.  
       CSFII officially concluded during the 91st 
Annual Lions Clubs International Convention 
in Bangkok, Thailand on Thursday, June 26 
when the final dollar amount raised was 
announced. More than 18,000 Lions clubs 
members, including international media, from 
around the world were present for this historic 
announcement for LCIF. 
 
 
 

CAMPAIGN SIGHTFIRST II                                             Lion Austin D’Souza, PDG 
 

PDG Austin D’Souza receives  
5-Diamond Melvin Jones Pin 
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TINLEY PARK LIONESS  added three new members to their club.  WAY TO GO!!! 
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Ukrainian First Lady Visits Lighthouse 
     Ukrainian First Lady Kateryna Yushchenko visited the 
Lighthouse on June 30 to get some pointers on how to assist 
people with visual impairments in her own country. 
     A native Chicagoan who earned an MBA from the 
University of Chicago, Mrs. Yushchenko is passionately 
interested in disability-related issues.  She is involved with a 
governmental department in Ukraine which provides services to 
people with disabilities.  
     During her visit, Mrs. Yushchenko got an overview of the 
Lighthouse from Assistant Executive Director Terry Longo and 
toured the agency’s low vision clinic, school, assistive 
technology area, clock-making facility and CRIS Radio. 
     She was accompanied by her children and Vasyl 

Korzachenko, Ukrainian Consul General in Chicago. 
Longo and other program managers invited the First Lady to 
return again and to call upon the agency for any assistance. 
 

Tinley Park Lionesses  
“Walk for Sight” 

Tinley Park Lioness Club adds 
Three (3) New Members 



 

ANNUAL KOREAN 
LIONS PICNIC 

 

NORTHWEST LIONS CLUB 
24TH  ANNUAL  ATHLETIC 

CHALLENGE 

�����)��������� 
�!��
������"��	
��	
�����"�#	��
�$�%�
�&� ������	�����

 

LIONS DAY WITH 
THE CHICAGO 

WHITE SOX 
FUNDRAISER FOR 

CAMP LIONS 



MERLOW NEWS 

MEMBERSHIP  
PDG Harold Burkett, Jr . 

      As we start a new Lions year I would like 
to congratulate all the Lion Presidents and 
Secretaries who have been elected to take over 
the leadership of your club for the coming 
year.  The rewards for knowing your club had 
a successful year and helped many people in 
our community and around the world is greater 
than all the challenges.  Our new International 
President, Lion Al Brandel, feels that you and 
the members of your club are the most 
important aspect of Lionism.  That you are 
“Everyday Heroes making miracles through 
Service” every day. 
      The more Lions you have in your club, the 
more miracles you can make in your 
community and the less strain it puts on all 
your members.  That’s why it is important for 

your membership chairperson to establish a 
committee and a plan for building your 
membership.  Lions Clubs International is 
launching a new program emphasizing 
membership that will be continued for at least 
the next three years.  The Illinois State Lions 
Council of Governors have backed this 
program and is putting major priority to the 
activities of the MERLOW teams within the 
state.  You will be hearing more details of this 
program in the near future. 
      If you have not yet elected or appointed a 
membership chairperson for your club, please 
do so as soon as possible.  Please send the 
name, address and e-mail address (when 
available) of your Club Membership 
Chairperson to me as soon as possible either by 
phone (630) 250-9695 or by e-mail at 
burkettjrh@aol.com.  There is a tremendous 

amount of information and assistance that is 
available to them for establishing and 
implementing a successful membership plan. 
       Your lions club does a lot of planning and 
work in preparation for fund raising activities 
and community service projects.  It is only 
proper that your club does as much planning 
and work when it comes to a membership plan 
in order to make it successful. 
I would like to work with your membership 
committee in accomplishing their two main 
areas of responsibility which is recruitment and 
development.  Remember, there is an 
important link between Lions Service and 
membership.  It is not the numbers, its being 
able to make more miracles through Service 
every day in your community. 

 
 

EXTENSION 
Lions Bob Bogs & Herb Zimmerman 

Lions International was built on a simple philosophy:  bring community 
minded people together, give them the opportunity to make a difference 
and great things can happen.  For more than 85 years, local Lions Clubs 
have applied this philosophy to meet humanitarian needs wherever and 
whenever they exist. While nearly 1.4 million Lions representing 
46,000 clubs worldwide strive to improve their communities, there are 
still people to reach and new challenges to meet.  
      The information above is published on the Lions International 
website, www.lionsclubs.org. Your club can help meet the needs by 
chartering new Lions clubs in areas where none currently exist or by 
chartering an additional club to further contribute to  your community. 
We need to continue sharing our tradition of service with new areas.  
      Chartering a new Lions club has benefits for existing clubs as well. 
Imagine the impact a new club will have to those in need. It will instill 
pride and accomplishment in your club members as it has to the 

sponsoring clubs last year.  There are no limits to the number of clubs 
that can be established in our district. Wherever a community need 
exists, a new club can help. 
The extension team is here to help you to establish new clubs 
throughout the district. The first step is to determine areas of 
opportunity, then develop a list of prospective members, and host an 
informational meeting.  To help organize a new Lions Club, you will 
need to have 20 or more prospective members willing to start a new 
club in the community, a sponsoring club, District Governor Dennis’ 
approval and a completed charter application with the appropriate fees. 
In all of our efforts for membership growth, extension of new clubs, 
retention of members, and leadership development; never lose sight that 
our goal is not numbers, but increased humanitarian service to those 
in need.  
      Lion members interested in taking a leadership role to help expand 
Lionism can contact me at 708-289-0530 or at bogsmgt@sbcglobal.net. 
 

RETENTION -  
Lions Wes Salsbury & Bruce Flowers 

      In year one of my term I re-wrote the 
Presidents’ Retention message by adapting it to 
a positive PowerPoint presentation.  It was 
fairly well received, but admittedly not 
broadcast to enough Lions to make a 
difference.   
In year two, a concerted effort was made to 
reach more Lions with the Retention message.  
Most of the Regions were kind enough to 
invite me to one or more of their Region 
meetings and those in attendance heard me talk 

about Harmony, Productive meetings, Clique 
busting, and Teamwork. Somehow I felt like I 
was “preaching to the choir.”  
      In my final year as Retention Chair I plan 
to take the message to the club level.  In so 
doing I will be working with a team of 
dedicated Lions who will share the positive 
message of Lionism. 
      We will be contacting each club president 
and secretary.  We will be asking to meet 
briefly with the club to highlight the message, 
get important feedback, and offer positive 
solutions.   With your help District 1-A will 

continue to shine brightly in the Lions 
community.   
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Lion Wes looking 
 for new members 

MERLOW CHAIRMAN 
PCC Dennis McMillan 

      The strength of this great District is only as strong as the clubs that 
are in it.  For our clubs to maintain their strength and get better, there 
needs to be a sincere focus on the six discipline areas of our committee.  
Each of these areas are so closely intertwined with the other, that you 
can’t single one out as the most important. 
      We are very fortunate this year to have some very knowledgeable 
Lions that have a passion to get the word out about each of their 
respective disciplines and they all see the big picture of working 
together to help make the MERLOW team a success for District 1-A. 

      Please welcome the following Lions into your clubs so they can 
help your club prosper: 

M - Membership - PDG Harold Burkett, Jr (also State 
Membership Chairman) 
E - Extension - Lions Bob Bogs & Herb Zimmerman 
R - Retention - Lions Bruce Flowers & Wes Salsbury (he is 
also State Retention Chairman) 
L - Leadership - PDG Austin D’Souza 
O - Orientation - PCC Georg Toft 
W - Women’s Initiative - Lion Judy Toft 
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MERLOW NEWS (cont’d) 

ORIENTATION 
PCC Georg Toft 

      Orientation is a program for every Lion.   A bit of our 
history, an explanation of the club officers, the zone, region and 
district functions, and an overview of the Lions Foundations and 
programs.  New members have questions about our association, 
new clubs should understand how they fit into the sphere of 

Lionism and older clubs can always use a refresher course.  The 
program takes about thirty minutes, and is available for clubs or 
region meetings. As we go forward this year joining hands in 
our Miracles of Service, let’s be informed, dedicated and 
involved. Orientation is but one of the MERLOW tools to help 
you and your clubs reach the goals you have set.  
 

FAMILY AND WOMEN 
MEMBERSHIP 

DEVELOPMENT  
Lion Judy Toft 

      In the rich history of Lions 
Clubs International, women have 
always paid an integral part in the 
success of its programs and 
initiatives.  Each incoming 
International President wants to 
see membership in Lions Clubs 
increase by women and reports at 
the end of April show almost 300 
districts and multiple districts 
showing a net gain for 25 or more 
women members. 
      At the end of June, 2008 there 
are now approximately 2400 Lions 
Club members in District and of 
that number, almost one third are 
women.  Of the now 90 Clubs, 
there are still 9 clubs who do not 
include women in their 
membership and that is most 
certainly their right.  Of the 81 

remaining clubs, there are 3 clubs, 
who in past years, did not offer 
membership to women but now, 
each of these clubs has 1 woman.  
The doors are slowly opening! 
      At the end of the 91st 
International Convention in June, 
adding to the 2 women already on 
the Board from California and 
Canada, 3 more women were 
elected to the position of 
International Directors, from 
Texas, Brazil and Minnesota.  
Again, the doors are opening!      
      At the International Board of 
Directors meeting in Vienna 
Austria, March, 2008, the 
Membership Development 
Committee approved the 
expansion of the Women’s 
Membership Development and 
Participation Chairperson so that 
beginning July 1, 2008, this 
position was extended to include 
family initiatives with the title of 

this position be changed to 
“Family and Women Membership 
Development Chairperson”. 
      Volunteering together allows 
families to share precious time 
with each other and to pass down 
values of giving back to the 
community from one generation to 
the next.  There are many projects 
that can be achieved by clubs in 
order to allow the whole family to 
participate.  Involvement by the 
whole family will go a long way to 
strengthen familial the bonds. 
      The Family Unit membership 
is a way for each club to increase 
its membership.  If there is a 
woman member, has she brought 
in her husband, son or daughter?  
If there is a man member has he 
brought in his wife, son or 
daughter?  The latest reports show 
that out of the 2400 members, 
there are a total of 229 family units 
with 247 family unit members.  

Have your club reviewed all its 
members to take advantage of the 
Family Unit concept? 
      As the new Family and 
Women Membership Development 
Chairperson, I am looking to each 
Lion and Leo in this District to 
help to create new ideas for 
community service and possible 
fund raising activities on a District 
level that will bring out the whole 
family to participate.  Some 
thoughts might be a Children In 
Need Symposium, a District 
Christmas Around the World 
Event, a District Around the World 
“Lions Taste”.  I am looking for 
volunteers to help to put together 
any or all of these projects to bring 
them to fruition.  Please let me 
know your ideas and your 
willingness to be a part of this 
Committee! 
 
 

LEADERSHIP 
PDG Austin D’Souza 

      Fellow Lion leaders of District 1A,  it is 
another new lionistic year again.  Lion Bob 
Zavorka has arrived from Bangkok duly sworn 
in as our new District Governor.  He has a 
great plan for our district to go forward with 
our well known “District 1A Leadership” style.  
He seeks our help in making this lionistic year 
a grand success for him to remember for ever 
after. 
      You will see the Lion Open University 
schedule in this newsletter and I would like 
you to encourage your club members to attend 
these classes to grab some knowledge from 
speakers and experience from fellow Lions.  
Those who attend 4 or more classes will be 
awarded a certificate during our annual District 
Convention. 
      If any region, zone or club wants to have 
any leadership classes for their lions, I am 
willing to make arrangements.  Just select the 
subject and let me know in advance.  I will 
make it sure that a good presentation will be 

prepared to meet your expectations.  As always 
we say to you – JUST ASK!       

Class Schedule 
Saturday, August 23, 2008 
International President’s Program: What is 
the meaning of “Miracles Through Service” - 
our International President’s theme and our 
District Governor’s theme -  “Today's Deeds, 
Will be the Legacy We Leave Behind”                     
District Governor Bob Zavorka                         
Saturday, Sept.  13, 2008  
Lions and the Law: Lions Clubs 
International’s Attorney Lion Amy Pena will 
be discussing this very important subject.   
What is our connection with IRS, State 
Attorneys Office, State of Illinois? Please 
come prepared with any questions if you have 
to ask. 
Saturday, October 18, 2008  
Web Sites & Internet:  Create fun and 
fellowship within the club and community. – 
How to host your web sites?  The role of 
Internet communication and your club.  State 
webmaster Lion Tom Drez and  our District 

Webmaster Lion Dave Derrenzo will be 
answering all of your questions. 
Saturday, November 15, 2008 
Lions & Deaf Activities:  We are Lions and 
also the “Knights of the Blind.”  What is our 
role in helping hearing impaired people around 
us?  Personnel from Chicago Light House will 
enlighten us to serve the needy people. 
Saturday, February 14, 2009 
Can You Define Your Club?:  Is your club a 
service organization or a social organization?   
How to bring Life In Our Neighborhood? 
Saturday, March 14, 2009  
“Our Foundation” – Lions of Illinois 
Foundation:  What are the programs of our 
foundation?  How you and your club can help 
in making these programs successful in 
Illinois?  Our District Trustees PDG Lion 
Ralph Koller and Lion Dave Derrenzo along 
with our foundation Executive Administrator 
Lion Van C. Stone will show us the activities 
of our foundation and how you can play a role 
to make it happen. 
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      Now that the 2007-2008 Lions year is over, this memo is a 
reminder that Lions clubs are now required to file an E-Card with the 
IRS which will be due every year by the 15th day of the 5th month 
after the close of the Club’s tax year. You cannot file the e-Postcard 
until after your tax year ends. 
      The Pension Protection Act of 2006 added this filing requirement 
to ensure that the IRS and potential donors have current information 
about your organization. 
      The E-postcard must be filed electronically – there is no paper 
form. 
The e-Postcard will require you to provide the following information:  

· Organization’s name 
· Any other names your organization uses 
· Organization’s mailing address 
· Organization’s website address (if applicable) 
· Organization’s employer identification number (EIN) 
· Name and address of a principal officer of your organization 

· Organization’s annual tax period 
· A statement that your organization’s annual gross receipts are 

still normally $25,000 or less, and if applicable, indicate if 
your organization is going out of business. 

      If a club chooses not to do the E-Card filing, The Pension 
Protection Act requires the IRS to revoke the tax-exempt status of 
any organization who fails to meet their annual filing requirement 
for three consecutive years.  Therefore, organizations who do not file 
the e-Postcard or an information return, Form 990 or 990-EZ, for three 
consecutive years will have their tax-exempt status revoked as of the 
filing due date of the third year 
      To get more information regarding filing you can (1) go to the LCI 
Website under CLUB RESOURCES, U.S. Tax Forms or (2) go to 
www.irs.gov/eo and click on “EO Newsletter.” For information from 
the IRS.  You can also do your filing directly from this site at http://
epostcard.form990.org/.  Please be sure you have your EIN number as 
it is required to get your password and complete your filing. 

NEW E-CARD FILING REQUIREMENTS 
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DATE              EVENT                                   PLACE                                                           TIME                     COST 
 
 

PLEASE EMAIL ME INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR CLUB’S 
FUNDRAISERS / EVENTS TO BE PLACED HERE IN NEXT MONT H’S 

NEWSLETTER 
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