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1/9 - MERLOW Meeting 
1/10 - Riverside Township 
      Governor’s Visit 
1/11 - Brookfield-LaGrange, 
      Oak Park,  LaGrange 
      Highlands, Westchester 
      Governor’s Visit 
1/14 - Fil-USA Gov Visit 
1/15 - Ecuadorian Gov Visit 
1/16  - Montclaire-Emwood 
      Park Wild Game 
1/18 - Region 5 Meeting 
1/21 - Mid-Year Forum 
1/22 - Bridgeview World 
      Service Day 
1/24 - Lansing Gov Visit 
1/25 - Region 8 Meeting 
1/28 - Petersburg/State Mtg 
1/29 - Glenwood Spaghetti 
      Dinner & Stickney-
      Forest View Spaghetti  
      Dinner 
1/31 - Azteca Gov Visit 
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     First Lady Joan and I wish all the best to 
each of the Lions and their families for the 
year 2006. 
     A lot of people make New Year’s 
Resolutions, only to break them a short time 
later.    Lions are no different.  Sometimes 
we’ll make statements about how many new 
member we are going to have join our cause, 
announce huge plans for service projects, or 
talk about grandiose plans for new 
fundraisers to benefit our Club, LCI and the 
community in general. 
     Our purse strings get tugged in several 
different directions and all I can ask is that 
you stay true to our mission “We Serve”.  
Don’t fall to the rhetoric of a New Year’s 
Resolution, but insist on serving the same 

causes that your club is known for and each 
club is different from the next.  Continue to 
go after new Lions to help us with our 
workload and have fundraisers for Sightfirst 
II, LIERI expansion, Vision First, or that 
mission that your club supports.  Continue 
with your strengths and enjoy the growth. 
 

 
 
Governor Dennis 
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VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR                                       Lion Al Warshaw 
      Governor Dennis chose his theme for 
this year to be “Knowledge is Lion 
Power”.  The Lions Open University has 
proven to be very successful.  The word is 
out and the number of participants keeps 
growing.  Be sure to register so that 
there will be enough food and hand outs 
for everyone.   Don’t miss out on the next 
Open University - Leos and Lions 
      February 18, 2006  
      The Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind.  

      8:30am -  Continental breakfast  
      9:00am  - Class Begins (we should end 
           at noon) 
      Leos will share the importance of their 
mission.  You will learn tips on starting a 
Leo Club.  Young people are our future.  
Get them involved in community needs in 
high school and watch them blossom into 
hard working Lions. 
      Sign up now by contacting Lion Ray 
Jachim, District Chairman, (708)496-1996 

or email rjmj6@sbcglobal.net 
      Save these Dates:  
      3/18/06 -  Communicating  Seminar - 
           Whether written or verbal this   
           session highlights the techniques to 
           get your message across. 
      5/13/06 - LIERI - Broaden your      
           understanding of the Lions of    
           I llinois Eye Research Institute. 

     Please note the Melvin Jones Fellowship Application included in this newsletter.  If your club 
has donated $1,000 or more to LCIF, Sightfirst II or Katrina Relief, and not previously named a 
recipient for that donation, please complete this application A.S.A.P. and submit it to LCIF.   
     With over 46,000 clubs around the world, LCIF will be inundated with applications and we 
would like to present as many of these distinguished awards as possible at our District Convention 
in April.   

MELVIN JONES APPLICATION 
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M.E.R.L.O.W 
                 ORIENTATION 2006 
      Why do we need to tell our new 
members about our Association, what we 
do and the programs we take part in as 
we serve the community?  For many 
Lions, the learning process is just like 
buying a new VCR we can plug it in but 
can’t set the clock and it blinks back at 
us until we get frustrated and unplug it.  
In many cases, don’t we bring in a new 
member put on their pin and then they sit 
and stare at a meeting, not knowing, 
hoping to learn what the Lions do, and 
they too, can get frustrated and pull the 
plug. 
      I once talked to a governor about 
orientation programs, and he agreed that 
more needs to be done. To quote him, “I 
was member for five years before I found 
that our club was part of a Zone and 
District!”  He might have been plugged 
in, but never turned on! So, How do we 
turn on the members? 
      If we are to maintain our members, 

encourage the newer members to bring in 
their friends and expand our clubs, every 
Lion has to understand the 5 “Ws” of 
being a Lion.  
      WHO we are, WHAT  we do, WHY  
we do it, WHEN we began, and, 
WHERE we are going.  Basic 
Orientation every member should 
receive.  
      To orient members about our clubs, 
the district and above, there are programs 
and speakers to come out for meetings, 
but let’s start with your club. Does your 
club have a brochure that tells about the 
projects and activities of the club?  Do 
you have a yearly meeting to acquaint 
the members old and new with the 
history of the club? Does the club have 
an “Information Board” that can be set 
up and displayed at events and in the 
community at schools, library and city 
hall? Are the meetings fun and 
informational? Are they run with an 
agenda? Do the members want to come 

to the meetings? Have they been asked 
what they want?  And last, does the 
Community you serve know about your 
Lions Club and what it does? 
      While the district orientation program 
will address many of the questions a new 
member may have and older members 
may have too, from the zone to 
International the basics begin at the club 
level to raise the curiosity, build 
enthusiasm and encourage participation. 
The district program tells about our 
history, the foundations, our association 
and how your club is part of the district, 
state and the Lions of the world. 
Orientation is like the instruction book 
you never read. It’s time to open the 
book and set the blinking clock, before 
someone pulls the plug. Orientation is 
just one facet of the MERLOW teams 
efforts to make our district the best 
informed in the world, call us for a 
program.  

DATE            EVENT                                PLACE                                                     TIME                   COST 
1/21/06          Mid-Year Forum                  Triton College - East Campus                    8:00 - Noon          $10 
                                                                   2000 N Fifth Ave., River Grove                                                                                     
1/29/06          Stickney-Forest View           Forest  View Municipal Building               1:00 - 6:00           $6 (children under 6 Free) 
                      Spaghetti Dinner                  7000 W 46th St., Forest View                                                                                        
1/29/06          Glenwood Lions                   St. John Church Hall                                   11:00 - 5:00         Adults - $6.50 
                      Spaghetti Dinner                  Cottage Grove Ave., Glenwood                                             Children 6-12 - $4.50 
                                                                                                                                                                 Under 5 Free                    
2/12/06          District 1-A Bowling            Willowbrook Lanes                                    9:00 1st Start        $18/Bowler or 
                                                                   735 Plainfield Road. Willowbrook             12:00 2nd Start    $90/Team 
2/18/06          Second Chance Valentine     The Lido                                                    6:00                     $25 (Cash Bar) 
                      Dinner Dance                       5504 N Milwaukee, Chicago  

����������������������������������������	 			
���
���
���
���
���
���
���
���  

��
�����
�������
���
�����
�������
���
�����
�������
���
�����
�������
�� ���
Jefferson Park Lioness Club along with Mayfair Lions and Schiller Park Lions will host their SECOND CHANCE VALENTINE 
Dinner & Dancing Fundraiser on Saturday, February 18th at the Lido, 5504 N Milwaukee, Chicago.  6:00pm. Donation is $25.00 
(cash bar).  For more information contact one of the following: 
                       Lioness Stella Micek                  (847) 687-0753 
                       Lions Angela or Al Hanson        (847) 299-7311 after 6:30pm 
                       Lion Glenda Wagner                  (847) 678-3918 
                       Lion Alicia Roberts                    (773) 885-4743 after 6:30pm 
Glenwood Lioness Club and Glenwood Lions Club - LA FESTIVAL IN THE SNOW SPAGHETTI DINNER, Sunday, January 
29th @ St. John Church Hall on Cottage Grove Avenue in Glenwood.  For more information contact: 
                       Lion Ron Gardiner                     (708) 508-2100 
                       Lion Wally Paris                        (708) 758-2513 
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      The Clubs should now have the Sight and Sound 
Sweepstakes tickets. We hope each club can sell as many as 
possible and please keep in mind that the proceeds help fund the 
programs of your Foundation. 
      The Candy Day final reports are coming in and most clubs 
have sent in their reports, thank you. Our goal for this year was 
set at $93,000 and as of this date we have achieved a total of 
$68,355 with 15 clubs still not reporting. If your club needs a 
final report form they are available via printing it from the LIF 
website, To get there go to the District 1-A site & go to lions 
links, then scroll down to Lions of Illinois and that will take you 
to the site or you can go directly to www.lionsofillinois.org. 
Select forms and scroll down and you will see the final candy 

day report form. You can get the form and print it off. 
     Carmel Pop Day will be May 5th and all Lions & Lioness 
Clubs are urged to participate. 
     Lion Ron Johnson and I will have a table at  the Mid Year 
Forum at Triton College and we hope to see many of you stop 
by to receive some information on your Vision First Program 
and on your Lions Of Illinois Foundation. See you at the Forum 
on the 21st. 
     I sincerely hope that all Lions of District 1-A had a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. Our year is not over but is 
again just beginning. Let us all look toward 2006 as a new 
challenge and a new opportunity for service to our communities. 

FOUNDATION TRUSTEE                                                               Lion Ralph Koller 

Lighthouse Gets Set to Mark the  
Big 100! 

   What do a gala ball at Chicago’s Navy Pier, a 
reception at the Executive Mansion in Spring-
field, a symposium and a traveling exhibit all 
have in common? 
   The answer is that these are just some of the 
ways in which The Chicago Lighthouse will 
mark its 100th birthday in 2006.   
   “When three women gathered together in 
1906 to provide basic necessities like food and 
clothing to people who are blind, little did they 
know that they would be laying the foundation 
for an organization that would go on to serve 
thousands of visually impaired people and be-
come one of the nation’s most respected social 
service agencies,” said Lighthouse President 
Jim Kesteloot. 
   To commemorate this very special milestone, 
The Lighthouse has planned a series of events 
in 2006 that will be both celebratory and edu-
cational in nature. 
   “We want to take this opportunity to reflect 
on our rich history as an agency, pay tribute to 
all those individuals, both living and deceased, 
who have contributed so much to our efforts, 
and educate the public about the field of blind-
ness,” added Kesteloot.   
   Ball -  Highlighting the centennial year will 
be the Gala Dinner scheduled for Saturday 
evening, April 29, at the Crystal Ballroom at 

Chicago’s Navy Pier.   
   “In celebration of our 100th anniversary, the 
annual dinner will be transformed into an event 
to be remembered for the next 100 years!” 
boasted Kesteloot.   He noted that this year’s 
dinner theme, “Envision a Masterpiece,” will 
blend together music, art, dancing and a sense 
of Lighthouse history as depicted in a special 
video presentation showcasing the agency’s 
highlights from the past 100 years.   
  Headlining the evening will be performances 
by Raul Midon, blind singer and guitarist; the 
City Lights Orchestra conducted by Rich 
Daniels; and Vision Quest, the rhythm and 
blues band of The Chicago Lighthouse. 
   Individual tickets range from $250 to $500, 
with a discounted $125 ticket for people who 
are blind or visually impaired, or those that 
service them. Please contact Naomi Tselepis at 
312.666.1331 to request an invitation or  info. 
   Symposium - In addition to the many cele-
brations The Lighthouse has planned to mark 
its centennial, we wanted to use the occasion to 
give something back to the community.  The 
vehicle we chose is to sponsor a symposium in 
the fall of 2006 that will make a meaningful 
contribution to the national dialogue on the 
growing threat vision loss poses to millions of 
Americans.  The symposium will tentatively 
take place October 3 and 4, 2006 at Chicago’s 
famed Palmer House Hotel.  In attendance will 

be a distinguished group of policy makers, 
health care advocates, public officials and 
community leaders from all over the country.   
   “Our intent during the symposium is to shed 
new light on the growing threat vision loss 
poses to our elderly and to galvanize public 
awareness on what can be done to help allevi-
ate the problem,” said Sandy Forsythe, a Light-
house board member who is chairing the event. 
   In addition, the symposium will look at what 
measures may be taken to stem the high unem-
ployment rate, nearly 70%, afflicting people 
who are blind; and how much progress has 
been made in media/advertising coverage of 
people with visual impairments. 
   Reception in the Executive Mansion - To 
thank legislative members and state officials 
for their support, The Lighthouse will host a 
reception in the Executive Mansion in Spring-
field on March 28, 2006.  Kesteloot pointed to 
the strong ties that exist between the agency 
and the State of Illinois.  
   “We get referrals as well as funding from 
state departments such as Human Services,” he 
noted.  “Also our school for children with 
multi-disabilities is state-certified.” 
   In addition to expressing its appreciation, 
Kesteloot said that this reception will be a 
great opportunity for The Lighthouse to update 
lawmakers on our programs so they in turn can 
better inform their constituents 
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Governor Dennis’s Convention plans are set for April 21 – 23, 2006. 
  · The Hilton Lisle / Naperville 
  · The same affordable room rate of $80     plus tax 
  · The Convention Meal Packages our  back 
  · 14 Hospitality rooms to choose from 
 
The Registration form can be found on our District’s website www.1alions.org.  You can reserve your room today at the Hilton.   
If you are  reserving a room with meal package, your reservation code is L IP.  If you are reserving a room only, your reservation 
code is LIO .  You can contact the Hilton at (630) 505-0900.  Remember if you reserve a room with meal package,  you still need 
to fill out a registration form and send it to Lion Bob Block. 

DISTRICT 1-A CONVENTION CHAIRMAN                                               LION DAN O’REILLY 


