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     Happy Holidays to all!  May you have a 
healthy and prosperous New Year 2007. 
     We are half way through the fiscal year.  
Have you met your goals as a club?  Just look 
at all the people you have helped this year so 
far…..eyeglasses, hearing aids, food baskets, 
shelters, food pantries, PADS, etc., etc.  The 
list goes on and on.  BE PROUD.  BE 
THANKFUL.  We are able to do all of these 
things and it feels so good. 
     The Vision First Program was a huge 
success!  Thank you to all the volunteers who 
gave their time to help.  Thanks to our 
partnership with Lens Crafters and our Lions, 
we have processed 5,200 children and 92% of 
them received glasses.  These numbers reflect 
only the fall 2006 clinic.  Since the fall of 2004 
we have processed 21,303 students and glasses 
were provided to 17,885.  This is just the 
beginning Lions.  In April 2007 the sixth clinic 
is scheduled and in May 2007 our FIRST 
suburban clinic is in the working.  Lion Ron 
Johnson has done a fantastic job coordinating 
the clinics and working with Lens Crafters.  
Lion Ron tells us that District 1-A Lions Clubs 
have donated $7,000 to the project and is 
deeply grateful. 
     Every 60 seconds, twelve people go blind, 
one of them a child.  What is your club doing 
to help save sight through Campaign Sight 
First II?  We are ecstatic to report that we have 
several Model Clubs in District 1-A.  That 
means that these clubs have donated an amount 
of $100 to $400 per member to Campaign 
Sight First II.   You can be a Model Club too.  
Make a pledge to Sight First II and you will 
have four years to pay it.  There are many ways 
to make these payments:  1) personal 
donations, 2) businesses in your area donations, 
3) special fund raising events (craft project 
sales, dances, raffles, social events – with a 
couple of dollars tacked on).  The list goes on 
and on.  Be creative, come up with something 
different.   
     By now you have all received your 
invitation to the HOLIDAY PARTY on 

December 10th at the Willowbrook Ballroom.  
Don’t keep it a secret.  Let your club know 
about it.  This is the first year we are inviting 
all the club members.  Be sure to get your 
reservations in early.  Space is limited.   We are 
doing something different this year.  Your 
invitation included a letter asking for 
information (and pictures) about how you 
celebrate your holiday.  Lion Robin Kirar will 
be putting this information into a scrapbook for 
First Lady Cheryl and myself to learn and 
enjoy in years to come.   
     On Sunday, January 7, 2007 come and have 
lunch with our dynamic International President 
Lion Jimmy Ross and First Lady Velda.  They 
are delightful, down-to-earth and a pleasure to 
talk with.   You will learn what his objectives 
are all about.  
     Also, on January 20, 2007, be sure to attend 
the Mid Year Forum.  Hear news about cutting 
edge breakthroughs in eye research at Lions of 
Illinois Eye Research Institute.  Learn how to 
apply “Secrets for Success” to your style of 
club management.  Hear new “Methods for 
Building an Effective Team.”  Discover tips for 
starting or rebuilding Lions Clubs. 
     Lions Clubs International Convention 2007 
is the place to be.  It is the Lions 90th 
Anniversary and it is in Chicago.  July 2 
through July 6 you will meet and greet Lions 
from all over the world, attend seminars, shop, 
sight see and much more.  Volunteers are still 
needed.  Contact Lion Dan O’Reilly by filling 
out the volunteer form found in this issue of the 
newsletter. 
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GOVERNOR’S TRAVELS 

12/1 – MD1 Council Mtg 
12/2 
12/6    Azteca Gov Night           
       
12/8    Fil-USA Gov Night 
12/9   Englewood/Chatham/ 
            Brownsville  Gov Visit 
12/10  District 1-A Holiday Party 
12/14  River Forest/Oak Park Gov 
                  Visit 
12/15- Happy Hanukkah 
12/22 
12/16  Leadership Training 
12/23  Lansing  Gov Night 
12/25  Merry Christmas 
12/31  Happy New Year 
 
1/4      Region 4 Meeting 
1/7     IP Jimmy Ross Lunch 
1/8     Tinley Park Gov Night 
1/10   Brookfield LaGrange Park 
            Gov Night 
1/20   District 1-A Midyear Forum 
1/23   Lansing Gov Night 
1/26 - 1-K District Convention 
1/27 

Don’t forget to call Lion 
Joan McMillan (708) 389-

5960 with your reservations 
for the Holiday Party. 

 
If attending, please bring an 
unwrapped  toy for a needy 

child. 
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VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR                                                        Lion John Chisum 

.     All Lions please mark Saturday, January 20, 2007 on 
your calendar with large red lettering.  On this day, at 8:30 
a.m. you and the members of your club are invited to 
attend the Annual District 1-A, Mid-Year Leadership 
Forum at Toyota Park, banquet facility, located at 7000 S. 

Harlem in Bridgeview, IL to hear Lion Dr. Janet Szylk, Professor of 
Ophthalmology and Director of the Low Vision Lab in the Department 
of Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences share the highlights of her 
research in the assessment of vision loss in retinal diseases and vision 
rehabilitation strategies for patients with macular diseases in an easy to 
understand style that will help you better understand how eye diseases 
impact the lives of those we serve.  On-site parking is free. 
      Following Lion Dr. Szylks’ presentation fasten your seat belts for 
another informative must-see, must-hear presentation by our own 
International Director, Lion Russell Sarver.  Director Sarver has a 
program that every Lion or district officer who is interested in 
rebuilding or increasing their clubs membership should attend.  His 
emphasis will be on “How to Get New and Young Members in Your 
Club!” 
      In addition to the above presenter the Chicago Fire will provide a 
speaker from the Chicago Fire coaching staff who will share his 
“Secrets for Success”.  Later we will hear from Mr. Michael Evans, 
National Sales Director, Primerca, Inc. who will share tips on “How to 
Build an Effective Team.”  Mr. Evans is a top recruiter and salesman 
for Primerica, Inc and is in great demand traveling extensively in this 
country conducting fast start schools for other National Sales Directors 
teaching how to boost their team’s sales. 
      Saturday, January 20, 2007,  all roads will lead to the state-of-the-
art, modern, fully carpeted, spacious, beautiful and comfortable banquet 
facility located on the second floor, inside Toyota Park, home of the 
championship Chicago Fire Soccer Team.  A delicious buffet breakfast 
will be served by Levy Restaurants before the presentations and the 
buffet table will remain open most of the morning.  Participants will be 
seated at round conference table with every seat providing a good view 
of the presenters. 
      Dr. Janet Szlyk, Professor of Ophthalmology and Director of the 
Low Vision Lab in the Department of Ophthalmology & Visual 
Sciences at the University of Illinois at Chicago interest include the 
development of methods for the assessment of vision loss in retinal 
diseases, and vision rehabilitation strategies for patients with macular 
disease.  She is also conducting research on brain plasticity following 
vision rehabilitation using functional magnetic resonance imaging.  Dr. 
Szlyk test reading rehabilitation strategies using the latest MRI 
technology to map the brain’s response to different rehabilitation 
techniques. 

      By identifying the most effective strategies for reading 
rehabilitation, she hopes to establish protocols that can be used 
throughout the field of vision rehabilitation, promising better results for 
low vision patients. 
      Lion Dr. Szlyk is Immediate Past President of Lions of Illinois Eye 
Research Institute (LIERI) Lions Club.  The LIERI Lions Club 
supports the Lions Clubs International commitment of service to the 
blind and visually impaired through a commitment to strengthening the 
research and education programs of the Lions of Illinois Eye Research 
Institute and the Department of Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago.  
      Director Russell Sarver of Durand, Illinois was elected to serve a 
two-year term as a director of The International Association of Lions 

Clubs at the association’s 89th International Convention, 
held in Boston, Massachusetts, June 30-July 4, 2006. 
      Director Sarver has retired following 45 years in 
banking. 
      A charter member of the Durand Lions Club since 
1973, Director Sarver has held many elected and appointed 
offices within the Durand Lions Club and the association, 

including District Governor and Multiple District 1 Council Chairman.  
Additionally, he has served as district vision screening coordinator, 
president of the Lions of Illinois Foundation, as well as chair of the 
Budget and Finance Committee for the Lions of Illinois Foundation. 

      In recognition of his service to the association he has 
received numerous awards, including 100% District 
Governor, two International President’s Awards, three 
International President’s Certificates of Appreciation 
and the International President’s Leadership Award.  
Director Sarver is a charter member of the Lions of 

Illinois Foundation Fellowship and a Life Member in Lions Clubs 
International.   He holds the Grand Master Key Award for sponsoring 
more than 67 new Lions.  He is also a Progressive Melvin Jones 
Fellow. 
 
In addition to his Lions activities, Director Sarver is active in numerous 
professional and community organizations, including serving as co-
chair of the Residential Crusade of the American Cancer Society in 
Rockford, IL.  In the Boy Scouts of America, he is an Eagle Scout with 
two palms and is a Life Member of the National Eagle Scouts 
Association. 
 
Director Sarver and his wife Sue, also a member of the Durand Lions 
Club and a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow, have two children and 
two grandchildren. 

If you or your club can donate any of these items, please bring them to the District Christmas party for pick up. All items will be picked up and  
shipped by Lion Trustee Al Hanson. 
1. Canned mini sausages,  
2. Tuna (in foil packets),  
3. Cereal bars 
4. Hard candy/suckers (no chocolate) 
5. Cans of soup (must have pull top lid) 
6. Crackers 
7. Ramen noodles 
8. Peanut butter (must be in plastic jars) 
9. Pre-paid phone cards. 

TROOPS IN IRAQ NEED OUR HELP 
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HEARING BUS PROGRAM UPDATE  
The Foundation’s grant for the purchase of the two new 

hearing buses is still in process and so far looks great. We are 
still waiting for the approval from LCIF and the grant money. 

EYE GLASSES and HEARING AIDS 
The eye glasses and hearing aids collections are moving 

forward. I hope you are all aware that do to the moving of the 
EYE WORLD at 105th and Cicero we have lost the South side 
glasses drop off depot. We are currently looking for an alternate 
depot. If you have glasses to be turned in they can still be 
brought to the north depot at Lion Al’s shop Weather Temp in 
Rosemont. 

The Westchester Lions just completed a Thanksgiving food 
drive and eye glasses collection. They collected 1200 lbs of food 
for the local pantries and came out with 465 pair of glasses. 
GREAT JOB. 

POP CAN COLLECTIONS 
The District 1-A can collection was helped by an additional 

50 to 60 cans that were turned in at the MD-1 Forum. The cans 
are worth $.05 each. 

CANDY DAY RESULTS 
Candy Day Final Reports are now past due. Please complete 

your report, make out the check and send it in as soon as 
possible, the deadline was December 1st. This new date gives 
the Foundation a better chance to assess the current year’s 
results in a timely fashion and helps their cash flow.          

 
 FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS  

We hope you had a great Thanksgiving and Happy 
Holidays to All. 

FOUNDATION TRUSTEE                                                               Lion Ralph Koller 

FOUNDATION TRUSTEE                                                                   Lion Al Hanson 
Happy Holidays Fellow Lions  
      Now that the Holiday Season is once 
again upon us, it is time to sit down and 
remember those that we, as Lions, have 
helped in the last year, and to wonder 
what sort of an impact we have had in 
their lives. Hopefully we have been able 
to enrich their lives in some small way so 
that they remember the Lions. There are 
still many more people which are begging 
for our help and it would be wonderful if 
we as Lions could help them all. However 

we all know that that is not possible. 
Everyone that we help is one less person 
that will need help and we in our own way 
have proved that through teamwork we 
will be able to help that many more.  
      Now that winter is upon us, with a 
vengeance I might add, it is time to start 
thinking SPRING. With the coming of 
spring our campaign to fund Camp Lions 
begins. Lets start thinking about all of the 
children who are going to attend our 
Camp in 2007 and maybe make a holiday 

donation to Camp Lions.  
      Another suggestion for Holiday 
giving, for the person who has everything, 
how about making a donation in their 
name to the Endowment Fund.  
      Remember if you want to make a 
donation to a charity in your friends and 
or families name, you can send the 
donation to the Foundation and the 
Foundation will acknowledge the donation 
to your friend and family. 

Request for Historical Lions Images   
     Lions Clubs International is looking for Lions images from 
1917 – present; those prior to 1985 are especially appreciated. 
The images will be used for the 90th anniversary celebration at 
the international convention in Chicago this summer. 
     What type of images? We want to show Lions thru the years, 
participating in a service project or other Lions activity. Please 
provide the original photo, slide, negative, film or video. Include 
caption information if known. Do not send books or magazines 

that contain photos. 
      Consider checking the local library or historical society to see 
if any Lion-related images are available. Send images before 
February 28 to: Senior Editor Jay Copp, THE LION Magazine, 
300 W. 22nd St., Oak Brook, IL 60523-8842. Please provide 
complete contact information and materials will be returned to 
you. For more information, e-mail Jay Copp or call 630-571-
5466, ext. 364.  
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WILLOW SPRINGS LIONESS  

CHARTER NIGHT 
      The Willow Springs Lioness Club Charter Night Dinner will be held on December 13, 2006 at Royalty West Banquet, 6:00pm 
Cocktails, 6:30 Dinner, $25 per person.  Includes: Family Style Dinner : Pepper Dumpling Soup, Salad, Mash potatoes with 
Chives, Baked Chicken, Pork Tenderloin with Mushrooms, Polish sausage and Sauerkraut, Finger dumplings, and mixed veggies.  
There will be a Pastry table for dessert. 
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Lions Environmental Photo Contest 
Organize a club-level contest to select the best photo in the categories of animal, plant, landscape, weather phenomena, or special 
theme, "Serving Our Environment." Submit your winning club photo (by January 1, 2007) to the district competition. Winning 
multiple district photos will appear at the 90th Lions International Convention in Chicago, Illinois, USA, in July 2007.  Read 
further for contest details and view winning photos from last year at http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/
environment_photo_contest.shtml 

Tinley Park Lioness Club donated toys and food to 
the Tinley Park Food Pantry 
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      The Chicago Lighthouse turned 100 in 
2006 and marked this extraordinary 
occasion with a number of special events 
that included: 
 

Centennial Ball  
      Nearly 800 well wishers came to Navy 
Pier’s Grand Ballroom Saturday evening, 
April 29, to salute the Lighthouse on the 
occasion of its Centennial Ball.  The Ball 
raised $650,000 for agency programs and 
services. 
      Party goers were feted to a festive 
event, hosted by NBC 5 Anchor Warner 
Saunders, which featured performances 
from acclaimed musician Raul Midon, the 
City Lights Orchestra and VisionQuest, 
the Lighthouse’s very own rhythm and 
blues band. 

Symposium 
      CBS 2 Chicago President Joe Ahern 
and Judge Charles Kocoras of the U.S. 
District Court were among distinguished 
speakers at the Chicago Lighthouse’s 
Centennial Symposium on October 3 and 
4. 
      The event, chaired by board member 
Sandy Forsythe, was held at Chicago’s 
Palmer House Hotel and attracted more 

than 500 attendees. 
      In their remarks, Mr. Ahern and Judge 
Kocoras urged respectively that greater 
job opportunities be extended to people 
who are blind and that the barriers to 
opportunity posed by discrimination come 
tumbling down. 
      The Symposium also featured 
breakout sessions on human resources; 
assistive technology; legal resources 
available to people who are blind; media 
depictions of people with disabilities; 
advocacy issues; and options open to 
seniors who are losing their sight. 
      Another major highlight of the event 
was a special tribute to Dr. Alfred 
Rosenbloom, chair emeritus of Low 
Vision Services at the Lighthouse, for his 
extraordinary career.   

Governor’s Mansion Reception 
      To thank legislators and state officials 
for their past support, the Lighthouse 
staged a 100th Birthday Celebration at the 
Governor’s Mansion in Springfield on 
March 28.   
      Approximately 20 state senators and 
representatives were in attendance at the 
elegant setting.  A number of Lighthouse 
board members, staff and program 

participants also joined the celebration.   
Centennial Medals 

      Those individuals and organizations 
that have made a powerful impact on the 
Lighthouse and the people it serves 
throughout its rich history are being 
recognized in a special way. 
      They have been chosen to receive 
specially engraved Centennial Medals 
from Lighthouse President Jim Kesteloot.
      The 100 recipients, who represent a 
broad cross section of people from all 
walks of life, have included JPMorgan/
Chase CEO Jamie Dimon and Corwith 
Hamill.  It is believed that Mr. Hamill and 
his family have supported the Lighthouse 
continuously since it’s founding in 1906! 

Centennial Picnic 
      To help staff celebrate the Centennial, 
we held a huge picnic last August on 
Lighthouse grounds. 
      About 400 staff and program 
participants took part in all the fun, which 
included a dunk tank, egg toss, sack race 
and lots of great food.  VisionQuest also 
serenaded everyone with their unique 
sounds.   

Chicago Lighthouse Looks Back on Momentous Centennial Year 

THE HIDDEN EFFECTS 
   At your club meetings do you make the new members 
welcome and do the sponsors explain what it is to be a Lion?  
Do you find that your members do not participate in ideas and 
planning for projects and events, so the same group that has 
done it before does it again? Do you have a high turnover of 
new members that don’t last more then a year or two? Have you 
ever wondered why? 
     Perhaps, they don’t know about being a Lion and what your 
club does in your community and beyond. When they get the 
magazines do they bring them to a meeting or ask questions 
about what they have read, or do they just eat and run? Have 
you ever thought about all of the tools available to the club to 
indoctrinate the membership into the many events, programs and 
yes, the advantages of being a member of your club? 
     Orientation is the compass that can point the members in the 
directions of service, participation and being an active member.  
And, there are many ways to bring this about.  
     First the Sponsor:  Besides getting the new member to 
meetings, to introduce the other members and to explain the 
need to wear a pin to avoid a fine, the sponsor must also be able 

to answer questions, explain the history of the club and its 
programs. The sponsor must encourage attendance; work with 
the new Lion on committee assignments and projects.  This will 
give the new member a basic understanding of the goals and 
aims of the club. But Lionism beyond the club, the Zone, 
Region and District is often overlooked. 
     Potential New Members are never invited to join because the 
Lion that could ask someone to join does not fully understand 
what it is to be a Lion. And there are other reasons, badly run 
meetings, no speakers or programs and competition for the 
valuable time of the members and potential members. Strong 
clubs give the membership a reason to want to come to 
meetings, so they plan to make every meeting meaningful, or 
else they begin to see attendance and retention problems. 
     Orientation programs can be done at the club level by 
knowledgeable members or at region meetings by members 
from the MELOW team.  

     If you don’t know how many countries are in Lionism, 
who asked the Lions to be Knights of the Blind or where the 
2007 International Convention will be held, maybe it’s time 
to have an Orientation Meeting for all of your members.   

ORIENTATION                                                                                             Lion Georg Toft 



�����
� ����������� �����

��!����
���
����!�"�����#�$���%� 
����
������

����������	
����������
 �

��� �� �� �Expand your understanding of Lionism and help you b etter 
serve your community and membership. 

��� �� �� �Awards, Games, Prizes and Raffles. 

��� �� �� �Club FUN = F ellowship, U nderstanding and N ew Ideas. 
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Major breakthrough! 
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District 1-A Mid-Year  
Leadership Forum  

Toyota Park 
7000 S. Harlem, Bridgeview, IL 60455 

708-594-7200 
January 20, 2007 

8:30 AM to 11:30 AM 
* Registration before January 10th:   

$15 

�� ����  Register me today for the, January 20, 2007 breakthrough training workshop. 

�� No, not right now, but keep me in mind for future events. 

Name & Club _____________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State_______ Zip ________ Phone ________________________

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO DISTRICT 1-A AND MAIL COMPLETED REGISTRATION TO : 
LION JOHN CHISUM , VICE GOVERNOR 

8515 S. PRAIRIE AVENUE      CHICAGO , IL  60619 
FOR INFO PLEASE CALL : 773-224-5549 

* REGISTRATION AFTER JANUARY 10, 2007 OR ON-SITE:  $20.00 �

 Registration and Continental Breakfast Starts at 8 :15 AM 
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Toyota Park is located in the Village of Bridgeview 
Bridgeview is located just 15 minutes southwest of downtown Chicago 

Toyota Park Drive, 7000 S. Harlem Avenue, Bridgeview, IL  60455 
1-708-594-7200 

Enter the stadium through Gate D in the east parking lot near the stadium arch.  Take the elevator to the 2nd floor and follow the 
signs 
 
Driving Directions 
 
FROM CHICAGO 
Use I-55 South and exit to Harlem Avenue.  Turn left at Harlem Avenue, and continue south  2.5 miles to the stadium. 
FROM NORTH 
Take I-294 East to I-55 North and exit to LaGrange Road South.  Merge left onto Archer Avenue, continue east on Archer Avenue 
2.5 miles, and turn right unto Roberts Road.  Follow Roberts Road South to 71st Street, turn left, and proceed east to the stadium. 
FROM  WEST 
Take I-55 North and exit to LaGrange Road south.  Merge left onto Archer Avenue, continue east on Archer Avenue 2.5 miles, and 
turn right unto Roberts Road.  Follow Roberts Road south to 71st Street, turn left, and proceed east to the stadium 
FROM SOUTHEAST 
Use 79th, 87th or 95th Street to access Harlem Avenue. Turn right onto Harlem Avenue. Continue north on Harlem Avenue to 
parking lot entrances at 70th and Harlem. 
FROM SOUTH 
Use I-294 West and exit to 95th Street.  Turn left at 95th Street, continue west to Roberts Road, and turn right.  Follow Roberts 
Road north 3 miles to 71st Street and turn right.  Proceed east on 71st Street to the stadium. 
FROM SOUTHWEST SUBURBS 
Use LaGrange Rd. or Harlem Ave. to 95th Street from Harlem go west to Roberts Rd. and turn right.  Follow Roberts Road north 3 
miles to 71st Street and turn right.  Proceed east on 71st Street to the stadium. 
From 95th St. and LaGrange Rd. go east to Roberts Rd. and turn left.  Follow Roberts Road north 3 miles to 71st Street and turn 
right.  Proceed east on 71st Street to the stadium. 



 Governors Newsletter 
District 1-A Lions Clubs 
6027 W. Roscoe St. 
Chicago, IL 60634 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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DATE              EVENT                                   PLACE                                                           TIME                     COST 
12/8/06             Fil-USA Holiday Party             Purple Hotel                                                     6:30pm                   $15/Individual 
                        & Governor’s Visit                   4500 W. Tuohy, Lincolnwood, IL                                                   $25/Couple 
                        CONTACT PERSONS:          Lions Ellen & Lindy (847) 506-0811 or Lion Leilanie (773) 425-1747                                        
12/10/06           District 1– A Holiday Bash       Willowbrook Ballroom                                     1:00 - 5:00             $27.50 (Cash Bar) 
                                                                        8900 S. Archer Avenue, Willow Springs, IL 
                        CONTACT PERSONS:          Lion Joan McMillan (708) 389-5960 or Lion Robin Kirar (708) 636-2165                                  
12/16/06           Franklin Park Manila                Schiller Park Community Center                       7:00pm                   $25 
                        Holiday Party & Gov Visit        4501 25th Ave., Schiller Park, IL 
                        CONTACT PERSONS:          Lion Elsie Rivadelo (708) 970-9729 or Lion Jessie Farrales (708) 848-4972                                
12/17/06           Central Lions Xmas Party         Coletti’s                                                           4:00pm                   $25 
                                                                        5707 N. Central, Chicago, IL 
                        CONTACT PERSON:            Lion Richard Carlson (773) 282-8993 or rccarlson@aol.com                                                      
12/19/06           Northwest Lions Holiday          Old Warsaw                                                     6:30pm -8:30pm     $5/Members 
                        Dinner Party                             4750 N. Harlem, Harwood Heights, IL                                            $18/Guests 
                        CONTACT PERSON:             Lion Sue Ruszkowski (773) 597-9198                                                                                        
1/20/07             District 1-A Mid-Year Forum   Toyota Park                                                      8:30am-11:30am    $15 BEFORE 1/10/07 
                                                                        7000 S Harlem, Bridgeview,IL                                                       $20 AFTER 1/10/07 
                        CONTACT PERSON:             Lion John Chisum (773) 224-5549                                       
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