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      In August, First Lady Cheryl and I had the 
opportunity to visit Leader Dogs for the Blind 
in Rochester, Michigan, located on 14 acres.  
We were very impressed with all the programs 
they offer.  We were also informed that some 
of the impressions we had of Leader Dog were 
mistaken.  We discovered that they are not 
federally or state funded, nor did they have an 
abundance of money to run the school.  They 
definitely need donations to survive and 
continue to do the wonderful work they do. 
      They are a nonprofit facility that trains dog 
guides and provides dignity, independence and 
increased mobility to the blind.  They have 
trained more than 13,000 person/dog teams 
since it was founded in 1939.   The programs 
are completely free of charge, although the 
actual cost to the school is approximately 
$35,000 for each graduating Leader Dog team. 
      One of their newest programs is Kids 
N’Coins.  This is a unique and educational 
fundraising program in the schools.  The coins 
are collected in school and sent to Leader Dogs 
for the Blind in Michigan.  One hundred 
percent of the money is used to cover the cost 
of training the student/dog team.  The kids then 
receive a certificate of generosity and a photo 
of the future Leader Dog they send to school.  
      The Breeding Program of German 
Shepherds, Labradors and Golden Retrievers is 

guided by Leader Dog full time veterinary staff 
and then placed in volunteer homes until they 
are about one year old.  The school also accepts 
donations of adult dogs for formal training 
after they are completely checked out by the 
veterinary staff.   There are so many programs 
and information about Leader Dogs for the 
Blind.  Go to their web site at www.leaderdog.
org or call (888) 777-5332.  Don’t forget to put 
them on your list to support. 

There are many activities coming up in 
September and October.  Let’s get out there to 

meet the challenges and make a difference. 
 

Governor Allen 
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GOVERNOR’S TRAVELS 
9/6    Candy Day Jamboree 
9/8    Maharlika Gov Night 
9/9    LOU- Public Relations 
9/13  Orland Park Gov Night 
9/14- USA Canada Forum 
9/17     Columbus, OH 
9/19  Bridgview  Installation 
9/20  Park Forest Gov Night 
9/21 Special Olympics Med Fest 
9/28  Logan Square Gov Night 
 

10/5  Dist 1-A Night at Races 
10/6  Fil-American  Gov Night 
10/9  Golf Committee Meeting 
10/13-14 Candy Day 
10/19  Bridgeview Gov Night 
10/20  Mexica  Gov Night 
10/21  LOU -  Conflict Mgmt  
10/21  LOU - Mentoring 
10/22  Southeast Pancake Brkfst 
10/23-27 Vision Screening    
10/25  2007 Host Committee 
10/26  2nd Cabinet Meeting 
10/27  1-E Convention 
10/28   Fil-USA Presentation 
      of Officers 

A new constitutional ruling was approved at the July 2006 
Board Meeting affecting clubs with balances exceeding 150 
days.  The ruling states:   
      Effective July 1, 2007, any club that has past due 
balances in excess of US$20 per member or US$1,000 per 
club whichever is less, outstanding past 150 days will be 
automatically suspended, including the charter, rights, 
privileges, and obligations of the Lions Club for a period not 
to exceed 90 days.    During this time, the club must pay the 
entire amount billed to the club before the suspension status 
is lifted.  If the club does not pay this amount in 90 days, the 
club will be automatically canceled. 

     This is a critical amendment, because clubs with one per-
capita billing outstanding 150 days or longer can be 
suspended.  Please help by encouraging clubs to pay their full 
past due balances, regardless of amount, to ensure the club 
remains in good standing.  
     This new ruling is very aggressive, however, clubs may 
avoid loosing their good status if poor payment trends are 
immediately addressed.   

CLUBS WITH BALANCES 
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VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR                                                        Lion John Chisum 
MEMBERSHIP GROWTH:  IT’S UP TO YOU 

      As we approach the end of the first quarter has your club met to 
track progress toward the clubs membership goals?  
If not, your club should meet this month to review 
the steps that were outlined, at the beginning of this 
quarter, to reach it’s membership goals.  If your club 
Membership Chairperson has not submitted a written 
goal statement and an action plan Club Presidents 
can call Lion Harold Burkett, PDG, State/District 
Membership Chairman for suggestions on how to get 

started.  Lion Harold Burkett can be reached by email at 
burkettjrh@aol.com or by calling him at 630-250-9695.  The goals of 
the club level membership committee are to select, recruit, involve and 
retain members.   Each year the Club Three Person Membership 
Committee should establish goals and write a membership action plan 
for the club.  That plan should then be submitted to the Board of 
Directors for approval.  Also, the membership committee should 
coordinate and conduct club workshops on membership.  The 
Membership Chairperson is an elected position and only Lions that 
possess a comprehensive understanding of Lions Clubs International 
and a desire to work with others should accept this position.  The 
Membership Chairperson and the other two Lions that make up the 
Membership Committee are expected to make a positive contribution 
to the club’s growth and development.  This Three Person 
Membership Committee is a direct link to the MERLOW team at the 
district/multiple district levels. 
 

LEARN HOW TO SET GOALS 
      Goals begin with a vision; a mental picture of what you would like 

to achieve.  People who set goals achieve more 
and tend to concentrate in a specific direction 
rather than drifting aimlessly.  If membership 
growth is important to our success as an 
organization then Membership Committees 
must have a clear understanding of what they 
want to achieve.  Therefore, written goal 

statements and action plan must be submitted to the Board of Director 
for approval.  Club Presidents and Officers I encourage you to visit the 
Lions Learning Center and use the online courses designed to develop 
your leadership skills.  Learning more will enable you to motivate 
your members and committees into action.   The Goal Setting course, 
teaches you how to define a goal; recognize the benefits of goal 
setting; create goals; develop your goals into goal statements; 
prioritize your goals; write an action plan and manage goals. Other 
courses presented are: 

��� Coaching        �� Delegation        �� Meeting Management 
��� Public Relations          �� Effective Teams 

 
NEW CLUB DEVELOPMENT 

      Canvassing is an effective technique for new club 
development when a community has been identified.  
During canvassing, a team of    Lions personally 
contacts business and community leaders to encourage 

them to join the new club.  Through canvassing, other community-
minded individuals are identified as potential members of the new 
charter club, 
      Once a core group of men and women have been identified, the 
first meeting, an informational meeting is scheduled to build the club 
membership.  New Clubs and Marketing Department has developed a 
new training program, which covers how to prepare for the canvassing 
effort, sustain the community’s interest and progress to a successful 
informational meeting. 
      You can request a draft PowerPoint presentation, “Recruiting for 
New Club Formation,” available on a free CD ROM.  The presentation 
is suitable for group training, stresses the importance of teamwork and 
introduces canvassing techniques in a step-by-step format.  Order your 
CD ROM by e-mail at newclubs@lionsclubs.org, or call New Clubs 
and Marketing Department at 630-571-5466, extension 306. 
 

NEW MEMBERSHIP IDEAS 
      Club Presidents get started now making plans for an inaugural 
event to kickoff Family Membership in January 2007.  Suggested 
dates are: 
 

January  1  -     New Year Day –Charter Night - 
New Member Induction Ceremony 
January 13  -     Melvin Jones’ Birthday – We 
Serve 

 
      Download the Family Friendly Lions Guide Club Concept “How 
to Guide” and learn how family membership can extend Lions 
community service and involvement.  To have your club 
acknowledged as a participant in the inaugural event visit the Lions 
Clubs International website for the registration form. There are 
deadlines to meet so register early.  Materials for the inaugural event 
will be mailed after registration. 
 

LIONS WORLD SIGHT DAY  
      The kickoff for Lions World Sight Day is, October 12, 2006.  

During the month of October clubs should plan 
activities in their communities to coincide with Lions 
World Sight Day.  Possible activities include 
sponsoring Spectacle Sunday at a local church, 
conducting eye screening in areas schools or Sight 
Night in your community.  Sight Night is a door-to-

door collection of used eyeglasses sponsored by Lions Clubs and Give 
the Gift of Sight Foundation on Halloween Night.  Since the Sight 
Night Program began in 1999, more than 900,000 pair of eyewear 
have been collected – enough to help approximately 30,000 people on 
30 separate missions!  In 2007, 20 international missions are planned 
and the glasses are needed to make these missions a success.  This is a 
great project to promote awareness of your club’s ongoing collection 
efforts.  Planning guides are available on LCI website that will help 
you organize and conduct your Lions World Sight Day or Sight Night 
project.   This is the perfect opportunity for Lions to give while they 
receive. 
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HEARING BUS PROGRAM 

      Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You! You the Lions have 
enabled your foundation to achieve the goal of obtaining 
$75,000 for the match for the LCIF Grant for the purchase of the 
two Hearing Screening Buses.    

The hearing buses are a part of your Foundation’s Programs 
and Services and currently your foundation is in the process of 
retiring the old Hearing bus and replacing it with two new buses 
to better serve the people of Illinois. It is through your efforts, 
that the foundation has reached this goal and has applied for the 
LCIF grant for the purchase of the two new hearing buses. We 
now wait for the approval from LCIF and the grant money. In 
the mean time we should continue to collect funds to completely 
outfit the buses.           

CANDY DAY JAMBOREE 
The Jamboree is over and we wish to thank all 340 Lions 

that came out. It is hoped that the changes made this year 

benefited you. There will be more changes for next year.  We 
welcome your suggestions for Next Year’s Jamboree. 
Suggestions should be sent to Lions Al Hanson or Ralph Koller 
at lionclubal@comcast.net or frk1@juno.com or to our home 
addresses. 
     We do have one concern that our readers can help with and 
that is how to encourage our members to get their reservations in 
for various events by the dead line.  We Lions always wait until 
the last minute, then call and make our reservation, but usually 
after the dead line when the count must be given to the host 
facility. This happened again this year and we were working 
with the Willowbrook to add attendees well after we had to 
order the food. This reflects in a less than desired set up for the 
event because of last minute changes in attendance. We sold out, 
but only well after the dead line. This can not continue. We must 
adhere to deadlines.                                   

FOUNDATION TRUSTEE                                                               Lion Ralph Koller 

FOUNDATION TRUSTEE                                                                   Lion Al Hanson 
      By the time this newsletter reaches 
you, the Candy Day Jamboree will be 
history. For those of you Lions who 
attended the jamboree I hope that you 
came away with a new outlook and desire 
to get more involved in the candy Day 
Fundraising effort. I’m sure that the 
presentation from the Lions of Illinois Eye 

Research Institute was inspiring to all who 
experienced the event. I know I was and 
this was my second time seeing the 
presentation.  How about those Lions 
from Darien Lions Club, they sure know 
how to move and motivate people to get 
involved in fundraising. 
      Don't forget about the new hearing 

busses. We have met the grant request, 
however, we are still in need of over fifty 
thousand dollars in order to fully pay for 
the buses. 
      Don't forget to give me a call. I would 
like to come to your club meeting to talk 
about the Foundation. 
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      Two months have already gone by in the 2006-07 Lionistic 
Year.  Several things that you should know. One extremely 
importing item is that District 1-A is down to SIX (6) Leo 
Clubs.  Leos & Leo Clubs are as important as any Lions Club 
when it comes to retention and membership. We all need to 
work as one big team to create new Leo Clubs and keep the ones 
we currently have.  I sent out a questionnaire to all the Lions 

Clubs that sponsor a Leo Club hoping to get back pertinent 
information concerning the sponsoring Lions Club and meeting 
location of the Leo Club as well names & addresses.  I hope to 
get the completed questionnaires back very shortly as I am eager 
to visit the sponsoring clubs and the Leo Clubs ASAP. I 
am looking forward to having more Leo information for you 
next month. 

LEO CLUBS                                                                               Lion Ray Jachim,  Co-Chairman 

      Leadership is part of the MERLOW structure. Council 
Chairperson PDG Dennis McMillan arranged a meeting at the 
State Office in Petersburg, Illinois in early July so that all State 
Chairmen could be introduced and meeting those they would be 
working with.  I am told that it has been many years since this 
was done and I can only tell you it was worth the trip.  There are 
so many items to concentrate on, but reality tells you to zero in 
on 2 or 3 objectives, which I have done as Leadership 
Chairperson, and they are: 

1. Improve communication in every possible manner 
2. Form a 2 or 3 person PR Committee to tell the State & 

others what great things we are doing. 

3. For the Leadership Team to be ready, willing & 
available to conduct training sessions for Districts and 
District Conventions.   

     For those of you who have taken the time to attend our 
District 1-A Open University offerings know what I am talking 
about. There is much to be accomplished and it can only be 
done with Leadership, dedication, and desire, always keeping in 
minds the reasons why "WE SERVE". To me, Leadership is all 
about being a Team and the Team all focused on achieving the 
same goals and results. 

STATE LEADERSHIP                                                         Lion Ray Jachim, State Chairman 

      In his Lionistic Year, PDG McMillan asked me to form a 
Disaster Committee as a result of KATRINA.  A committee was 
formed and we shared a few thoughts and all of a sudden the 
year ended.  Since that time there is more information available 
for Lions to put together a program for the District.   

     Governor Warshaw has asked me to reform the committee, 
which I have done. Lions Dawn Grogan, Joan McMillan and 
Linda Cruz have graciously accepted to once again serve on that 
committee.  Please contact me if you wish to be part of that 
committee @ 708-307-8537. 

DISASTER COMMITTEE                                                              Lion Ray Jachim, Chairman 
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WILLOW SPRINGS LIONESS - The Willow Springs Lioness Club will hold their 3rd 
Annual Chili Dinner on Friday, November 10th.  Details will be available in the October 
Newsletter  
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Chicago Lighthouse Centennial Symposium Promises 
Discussion of Critical Issues 

      CBS 2 Chicago President Joe Ahern, Chief Judge Charles P. 
Kocoras of the U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois 
and Commissioner Karen Tamley of the Mayor’s Office for 
People with Disabilities, will be among distinguished speakers 
at the Chicago Lighthouse’s Centennial Symposium on 
Wednesday, October 4.  Also in attendance will be human 
resource professionals, lawyers, human rights advocates, 
students, members of the media and many others.   
      This very special event, co-sponsored by Disabilityworks at 
the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce, takes place at the 
Palmer House Hotel in downtown Chicago.  It promises a 
thought provoking look at key issues impacting people who are 
blind or visually impaired and suggests solutions for a bright 
future. Among topics of discussion will be new treatments in 
vision loss; employment opportunities and technological 
innovations that have opened doors for people with visual 
impairments; legal Issues impacting people who are blind; and a 
discussion of how much progress has been made in the way 

people who are blind or have other disabilities are portrayed in 
the mass media. 
     For registration information and other details, call 312/997-
3679. 
 

Alpana Singh to Host October 23 Fundraiser Benefiting 
Children with Visual Impairments 

     Alpana Singh, host of the popular program, “Check Please” 
and author of “Alpana Pours,” will headline an October 23 
fundraiser benefiting children with visual impairments.  The 
event, “Uncorked at Carnivale,” will take place from 6 to 9 pm 
at Carnivale, 702 W. Fulton Market in Chicago.    Sponsored by 
the Young Philanthropists Board at the Chicago Lighthouse, the 
event will benefit programs for children at the Lighthouse and 
the Illinois Association for Parents of Children with Visual 
Impairments.                                                               
     Tickets are $60 in advance and $70 at the door.  For more 
info, call 312/997-3679. 

 

Mobile Screening Chair, Lion Dr. Cynthia Reynolds-Temple, OD, reported that 35 participants went thru the LIF Glaucoma 
Retinopathy screening at the Hyde Park Coop on Aug. 14th. 

HYDE PARK LIONS CLUB 



 Governors Newsletter 
District 1-A Lions Clubs 
6027 W. Roscoe St. 
Chicago, IL 60634 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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DATE              EVENT                                   PLACE                                                           TIME                     COST 
9/21/06             Special Olympics Medfest        United Center                                                   8:00am - 3:00pm    NONE 
                        & Opening Eyes                       1901 W. Madison, Chicago                                                             VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
                        CONTACT PERSON:            Lion Catherine Rondinelli (773) 561-5113 or carondo@juno.com                                               
10/5/06             Night at the Races                    Maywood Park                                                 6:00pm - 9:00pm    $18.00/person 
                                                                        8600 W. North Avenue, Melrose Park, IL 
                        CONTACT PERSON:             Lion Linda Nilsson (847) 966-4238                                                                                            
10/21/06           Lions Open University  -           The Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind               9:00am - Noon       Free 
                        Conflict Management             1850 W. Roosevelt Road 
                                                                        Chicago, IL  
                        CONTACT PERSON:             PDG Lion Austin D’Souza (708) 771-3177 or sightfirst2@gmail.com                                        
10/21/06           Lions Open University  -           The Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind               9:00am - Noon       Free 
                        Mentoring                               1850 W. Roosevelt Road 
                                                                        Chicago, IL  
                        CONTACT PERSON:             PDG Lion Austin D’Souza (708) 771-3177 or sightfirst2@gmail.com                                        
11/9/06             Lions Open University  -           The Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind               6:30pm - 9:00pm          Free 
                        History                                    1850 W. Roosevelt Road 
                                                                        Chicago, IL  
                        CONTACT PERSON:             PDG Lion Austin D’Souza (708) 771-3177 or sightfirst2@gmail.com                                        
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